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irst-crop sires worth a look at Spa 

BY MATT O'NBL 

Saratoga typically provitlc.s Eos t Coas t juven il es 
opporrtJlllrics to go bc·yond rhe ea rly staple of 5- and 
5 112- furlong ra ces. A look 3t la st year 's juvenil e 
rJces at Saratoga shows thJt 67 percent of the 71 2­
ye ar-o ld T<let'S wcrC rUIl ;'l[ 6 fu rl ongs or fa rther. 
In cl ud ed are the 1 J /6-l11il e grC1ss r"ces th"t have 
become prevalent. In 2005 there were J 3 such mees 
run . including a pair o f late-me et stak es. 

Thi5 year, th e P.G. Johnson and With Anticipation 
Stakes give juvenil es a chance on the turf. The dirt 
schedule revetfs to its old ways of the San fo rd , 
Saratoga Spec ia l and Hopeful for colts and the 
Schu)'k rv ille , Adirondack and Spina way for fillies. 

Pedigree obv iously plays a key role in deciphering 
the.:;e races. While the progeny the most of the si res 
represented have established their tendencies, th ere 
arC new and often unfami li ar sires with their first 
crops rJcing in 2006. 

Last year, 21 percent of all 2-year-o ld r;) e('s a t the 
meet fell to the progeny of first-crop o r "freshmen" 
,i res, includ ing stak es wins by offspring of th e th en­
new s i r~s T i1110W (Folklore). EI Conrdor (A dieu) and 
Black Minnaloll,he (Stream Cat). 

So who ",e some o f the new face~ fo r 20061 
O fficer ,nd Joha nnes bur" were twO of the best 

juveniles of 2UU1 , . 0 ir's lirtl e surprise they are the 
leading fi rst-crop sires in 200t>. T hey bo ve heen n'p ­
resented hy double-digit winners and OffictI a lready 
h3S a couple of stokes- pl aced runners. O ne of tbose, 
the ii lly Satu lagi, is ~l1nong Officer's two winnC'fs over 
European turf courses. 

Officer is our of a daughter of the goo d turf runner 
Sepricme Cit!' Since it lo oks like the turf portion of 
his ped igree is coming through, pay heed to bis grass 
rllnners in Jddition to his rllnners on the main. 

Orientate was the sprint champion 012002. 

Johannesburg is also getting a mix of dirt and turf 
runners, 3S o ne wo uld expect from a sire \vho was a 
champion in Europe and America as a 2-ye"-0Id. His 
l';u ly winners have been almost split between either 
side of the Atlantic. It has taken the Johannesburgs an 
ex[[a bit of time (reIati,'e)v) to find their best strides, 
but he has had six new w;'nners si nce Jul y 3. 

The progen y of Jump Start have also caug ht fire in 
July with fOlif !lew winners. The SO n of A.P. Indy won 
the 2001 Serato!'J Special and hi, dam, the Storm Cat 
daughter Steady Cat, placed second in the 1995 
Adirond ack. It would be no shoc k to see a few Jump 
5tJrt winners thi s SCJson. 

O ricnt<lte, the 'print champion of 2002 and winner of 
th at yea r '> Grade I Forego, has gotten off to " solid start 
with tbree winners Jnd a stakes horse from only 12 
sttl rtcr~. The son of lVft. Livermore Jid not win .It 2, and 
didn 't reach his peak until age 4 so his progeny e,m be 
expected to progress throughout the sUl11mer. 

Three Wonders is a Floritla -based son of StuI'IIl Cat. 
He's had four dirt winners to date, but his race record 

and ped igree suggest his progeny should excel on the 
grass as well. He was a C r"de III winner o\'er the 
Delaware Park turf and is uut of a Woodman 1113re. 

Although Stret't C ry was an accomplished dirt run ­
ncr (multiple stakes-pl aced at 2 in Ca li fo rni a, wins in 
the Duhai World C up and Stephen Foster ;) t 4 ), three 
o f his first four win ners have come on the turf in 
Europe. A quick look a t his pedigree reveal s of turf 
influences. He is by Machiavellia n, an accomplished 
Eu ropt·a n sta ili on a nd hi s dam, J lelen ~treet. was " 
ch'1mpion in Ireland . T hat mare has produced three 
other stakL' !) runners, all 0 11 ruf f. 

Mizzen Mast has but rwo winners so fa r (i nclud ing 
one in Ja pan ), bur he has SOllle simii.ltities to Strel' t 
C ry. Des pite a pedigree sla nted rown rd turf. he was 
top class on the d irt in America, winning the Grade I 
Malihu and G ra de II Strub before retiring to 
Juddmonte Farm. Hes a son of tur f champion 
Cou.enc and twO of hi s sibl ings nrc' sta kes- placed on 
the grCl3S. 

Preak ncss winner Red Bullet is the sire of on ly one 
winner so far, but hi s ge t should o nl y improve as the v 
marure and run longe r. Red Bullet was unraced at 2 
,ll1e1 is by th e stamina stallion Unbrid le d ou t of a 
dau ghter of th e tur f-influ ence Caro. SOllle of th"."" 
Rel Bullers should run on the rurf Jnd mo st shoul d 
clppreci::nc the longer sprint s. 

Wheebwa\' is Jllot her son of Unbridled w hose 
progeny have' ),c·t to shine in 2006. ) Ie" based duwn 
th e Northway at. McMahon of Sa ratoga. Despit e th e 
slow start, Wheel"w"y is still the Ill OS \' prumislflg nf 
the first-crop stalliol1S sronding in New York. During 
h.is racing career he WOll th e Ta mp" Bay Derby and 
finished third to High Yield and More Than Itl'ady in 
the Grade I Bluegrass . Last year, New York stalli on 
Freud was represented by three first -crop winners a t 
SJ.ratogcl. 

McMahon Bloodstock 
Industry Leading Results 


TOBA Qualified 


6 stakes horses. 4 two-year-old winners already in 2006! 
Available for hire at all Fasig-Tipton Saratoga Sales 

--call Mike: 859-983-7617-­

McMA!;l9N 
ofS'H'mUGRBft 

Auction for Champion 

Hall of Fame Jockey 


Braulio Baeza 

Sunday, August 6, 2006 


The Saratoga Hotel 

534 Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY 


6:30pm to approx, 9pm 

Open Bar and hors d'oeuvres served 


the first hour, cash bar thereafter 

Donations may be sent to : 


"Friends of Braulio" Legal Defense Fund 

PO Box 62, Elmont, NY 11003 



