Dynamic Dynaformer
Derby winner first from Roberto line

by
Matt
O’Neil
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While it’s admittedly getuing redundant, it’s
impossible not to mention Dynaformer once again in
this space. As we all know by now his son Barbaro ran
away from a highly regarded field in Kentucky Derby
132 to give the Roberto line it’s first U.S. Triple
Crown event. But the week prior to Barbaro’s big
day, the Dynaformer daughter Pommes Frites won
the Beaugay Handicap (G3) at Aqueduct. It was the
first stakes win for the Bill Mott-trainee and she is
Dynaformer’s sixth stakes winner and fourth graded
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winner of 2006.
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Centered around the plendful stakes program at
Churchill Downs during Kentucky Derby week, the
North American stakes program kicked into high
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The second and third place finishers in this year’s
Derby showcased the influence of other top echelon
American stallions as well. Derby runner-up Blue
Grass Cat is by Storm Cat out of a daughter of A. P.
Indy. Interestingly, he is only the fifth Kentucky
Derby starter from his sire’s first 15 crops and the
second to hit the board, joining 1999 third place fin-
isher Cat Thief.

Third place in Derby 132 went to the A. P. Indy
grandson Steppenwolfer, a son of 2000 Derby second
Aptitude. A. P. Indy was himself represented by A. P.
Warrior (18th) and is the leading active sire of
Kentucky Derby starters with eight. Aptitude is the
only one of those runners to have hit the board,
although two of his sons, Pulpit and
Atswhatimtalknbout have finished fourth.

Aptitude is also one of five stallions who had a
member of their first crops find their way into the
Derby field of twenty. The New York-based Strategic
Mission was represented by 6th place finisher
Showing Up, Point Given had 9th place finisher
Point Determined, the Kingmambo son King Cugat
saw his Seaside Retreat beat half the field, and Broken
Vow’s son Private Vow checked in 15th.

Smart striking

The Lane’s End stallion Smart Strike is having anoth-
er fine year in 2006 and his accomplished son English
Channel made a t’unphant return on the Derby
Day. English Channel was multiple stakes winner and
multiple grade-placed in 2005. In his first start of
2006, he broke through with a nice win in the
Woodford Reserve Turf Classic (G1) about an hour
before the Kentucky Derby was run. Four days later
his three year-old son Fabulous Strike took the
Romano Gucci Stakes at Belmont for his first black-
type victory. Back in April on the Keeneland opening
day card, another of his sophomore sons Chin High
upset the Transylvania Stakes (G3) on the turf. Smart
Strike has also been represented by the multiple 2006
stakes winner Don’t Strike Out.

His daughters can sing

A pair of Derby week stakes fell to daughters of
Unbridled’s Song. On Derby Thursday, Unbridled
Sidney nosed out Very Vegas to win the listed
Mamzelle S. going five furlongs on the Matt Winn
turf course. Last summer Unbridled Sidney set the
course record for that distance in the Zenobia



Princess Stakes. The following day, on the Kentucky
Oaks undercard, the Unbridled’s Song three year-old
filly Magnificent Song won her first stake in the list-
ed Edgewood Stakes., also on the grass. She is out of
the Storm Cat mare Storm to Remember and is
Unbridled’s Song’s fourth stakes winner out of
daughter of the great Overbrook stallion.
Unbridled’s Song is now the sire of five 2006 stakes
winners, three of those graded victors.

Atticus cinches

Atticus relocated to Magali Farm in California for
the 2005 breeding season and promptly had a ‘head-
line’ horse emerge in form of Florida Derby winner
(Gl) High Fly. He has no such big horse in 2006,
but it has been another solid spring for the Nureyev
stallion.

Back in mid-Feburary his sophomore son Can’t
Beat It won his first stakes in the Hallandale Beach at
Gulfstream Park. In April two of his previous stakes
winners earned their first graded victories. At the
Keeneland spring meeting the turf sprinter Atticus
Kristy took the Shakertown Stakes (G3), while over
in France the multiple stakes winner Petite Specale
earned graded status in the Prix Barbeville (G3).
Atticus has also been represented by Ficry Dancer, a
full sister to Atticus Kristy, who earned her first black-
type with a second place run in the Edgwood Stakes.
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Mart O’Neil is a pedigree analyst and works at Taylor Made
{ Farm’s Stallion Division.
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