Reaching for Golden Apples

Loon has stakes winners in England and America

Inanage ofincreased international competition, the French-
bred Loon has proven herself to be a trne international
producer.

Afoal 0f 1982, Loon is by the Caro stallion Kaldoun out
of the Rapace mare Ta Java. She hails from a vseful, but
seemingly unfortunate French family. Her second, third and
fourth dams produced a combined six foals, yet one from
each generagon hasearned black type. La Javais the only foal
out of her dam but managed a minor stakes-placing in the
Prix de Porte de Passy, which is ironically the same stake her
daughter would win some vears later.

While Loon improved on her dam’s racing performance
in modest ways, she has far surpassed her family in terms of
production. She has had more foals than her previous three
dams, and has taken the family to new heights in terms of
quality as well.

Stakes producer

Her first foal La Piaf; by Northern Dancer’s son Fabulous
Dancer, won the Rumson Stakes at Monmouth and placed
in four other black type events including the Noble Damsel
(G3). Loon produced a stakes-placed full sister to La Piafin
the early 1990s but it was the last two of her nine foals that
put this mare on the map and in contengon for OBI’s
Broodmare of the Year title.

For fans of American racing, Loon is best known as the
dam of 2002 Champion Turf Female Golden Apples.
Golden Apples actually began her career as a sophomore in
England in 2001. She won her second start by eight lengths
and ran third in the Pretty Polly (G2) at the Curragh before
beginning her assault on North America for Gary Tanaka.
She wasimmediately successful, capturing the Del Mar Oaks
(GI1).

In 2002, the daughter of Pivotal also began stongly,
defeating Starine and Astrain the Santa Ana Handicap (G2).
Golden Apples also scored a pair of grade one wins in the
Beverly D and Yellow Ribbon en route to her championship,
and finished finish firstor second in all but the Breeders” Cup
Filly and Mare Turf(G1),inwhichshe checkedin fourthatter
an eventful aip.

Three dimensional

For followers of British racing, oon may be more familiar
as the dam of multiple 2002 stakes winner Alexander Three
D. Unlike her older sister, this danghter of Pennckamp
needed some tme to blossom. She broke her maiden in her
sixth and final start as juvenile in 2001. Similarly, it took until
last fall before she really came into her own, although she ran
third to Islington in her 2002 debut in the Musidora Stakes
(G3).

Afterthar, Alexander Three D found the warersa birdeep
in the subsequent Vodafone Oaks (G 1) and the Ribblesdale
Stakes (G2) at Ascot. However, the listed Galtres Stakes in

August at York was more to her liking, tallying by two and
ahalflengthsin thatevent. Her crowning race came the nexr
monthwhenshe cantered home alength and a halfthe good
in the Rothmans Royal Park Hill Stakes (G3).

For fans of exceptional quality, Loon certainly measured
upin2003: tvomultiple stakes winners, on eitherside of the
Adantic, both of them graded winners, one of them a
champion. 56B

Mart O’Nedl is a pedigree analyse and works
at Taylor Made Farni's Sinllion Divisor.
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