Comparing Dancers to Prospectors

Diffevent trends in inbreeding to two turf icons
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Afewsnmmersago,inanother publication,lreported onthe
number ’)fsl"’L's\\anIQ]JlquhON[r Prospector. Itjust so
happened that when I began to explore the question, Mr.
Prospector’slirstcrop had been born 25 yearsearlier, in 1976.

By the end of 2001 there had been 28 unresticted stakes
winners in North American and Europe only, that carned
multiple strainsof that greatstallion. In ordertoput that figure
insome sortofperspectve, IHooked back 10 ve: U\L]I]ICI when
Northern Dancer’sfirst crop would have been2 Sycarsold. At
theend of 1991, there were 24 unrestrictec 1\1‘1!&.&.\\ mners(in
North America and Europe) who showed inbreeding to
Northern Dancer.

Sowhere do things stand now?

Inthe pasttwoyears, 16 more stakeswinnersinbred to Mr.
Prospector have appeared, foracurrent total of 44’ Of those,
16 mvolve astram of Fappiano, hisoldest, and arguably most
prolific, sire son. Nine involve Forty Niner, a foal of 1985 and
based on the performance ofhis sons in 2003, the other side
of the Fappiano argument.

Mr. Prospector’s prowess as a broodmare sire 1s also

displaved in the sample of his inbred stakes winners, as 17 of

them carry a female strain,

Looking back to 1992 for Northern Dancer, we find that
therewere 1totalol4051 akeswinnersinbredtothe legendary
Windfieldsstallion. By the end of 1993 the total stood at53. So
the score: 44 for Mr. Pros pector, 53 tor Northern Dancerwith
six months sall left for Mr. Prospector to “catch up.”

Increase in stakes races

Onthesurface,itlookslike Mr. Prospectorinbreeding, istight
aboutwhere is should be. Northern Dancer is the only other
stallion that has bad a sinulady transcendent impact on the
breed in recent history.

Indeed, a survey of the stallions standing in Kentucky (at

$3,500 or more) shows that 56 percent carry a stran of

Northerm Dancer within six generanons, while 40 percent
carry Mr. Prospector. But a little closer look reveals some
potential weaknesses.

One thing that] found twoyearsagowasthe large dispanry
in the number of stakes races run in the 1980s ascompared to
the 1990s. Northern Dancer’s first inbred stakes winner
appeared n 1985, 19 years after his first crop was borm. That
vear there were 1,867 unrestneted stakes races (run under
blackr)pccondmons)mnm\lorthAmema mdhmom The
average number of such races run per vear in the five year
penodendingin 1985was 1,268.

Mr. Prospector’s first inbred stakes winner appeared in
1993, 17 yearsafter the birth of his first crop. In 1993, there
were 2,212 unresmicted races run in North Amenca and
Europewith the five-year average being 2,132,

Sowhile the numberofstakeswinnersinbred to these two
stallionsis similarat sinular pointsin lustory, the opportimity for
progenyinbred toeachstallion towinastakesrace hasnotbeen
the same. Trshould also be noted that huge increase in stakes

races run comes solely from North America. The number of
stakes races run over Enropean conrses has remained largely
constant, in the high 600s to low 700s, since atJeast 1985.

Foreign accent

1Us true that Northern Dancer has had a larger impact in
E mopct han Mr. PIOSPLLYO[ has (so far, anyway). In fact, 31
of the first 53 stakes winners inbred to Northern Dancer
p(.rfOl medin Europe, while the sameis true ofonly fourofthe
Mr. Prospector inbreds so far, There were also, on average,
more stakesracesrun peryearin North America in the 1990s
than were run peryear on both conunentsin the 1980s.

Anotherapparentknock against Mr. Prospectorinbreed-
ing, atleastwhenstacked np againstthatofNorthern Dancer,
1s the percentage of graded winners among the inbred stakes
winners.

Stategic Maneuverwasthe firststakes winnernbred to Mr.
Prospector and she achieved that status by winning the
Spinaway Stakes (G1) at Saratoga. Since then El Corredor
won the Cigar Mile (G1), Elusive City won the Prix Morny
(G1)inFrance, Whywhywhywon the Champagne (G1),and
Volponi caprured the Breeders’ Cup Classic(G1). However
overall,only 23 percent of the whole group are graded stakes
WINLETS.

Bycontast45 percentofthe first 53 stakeswinversinbred
to Northern Dancer were group/graded winners. The per-
centage for group/grade one winnersisequal though, at 11
percent.

Tible Histsall the stakes winners inbred to Mr. Prospector
todate. Itshows the sowrce strains foreach rnnner. Foradded
interest, informanonisincluded as towhetherthe stakes winner
representsamale line descendantof Mr. Prospector, andifso,
whetheritrepresentsamaleline /male line cross, thatis, the sire
1s from the same swreline as the broodmare sire. Also noted is
whether Mr. Prospectoristhe broodmaressire of the sire, which
might underline the value of inbreeding to this particular
position. J©B

Mart O’ Nedlisa pedigree analystandworksat
Taylor Made Farm’s Stallion Divison.
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