
Comparing Dancers to Prospectors 

Diffirent trends in inbreeding to two turf icons 
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('A .'iUJ!V~)' of 
the stallions 
standing in 

Kentucky 
(at $3)500 

or more) 
shows that 
56 percent 

carry a 
strain of 

Northern 
Dancer.)) 

A fe\\'surn l11ersago,ill ,mother pll bJiCltion,1 reported on the 
nu III berofsLakes WlIlllers inbred to Mr. Prospector. It jllst so 
happened then \\ he ll I beg.\Il to L'\plore the qllestion , M.r. 
Prospector's rirst cmp Iud been born2S ),clrscJrlier,i n 19 76. 

Bv the end of200 1 there h,ld lxen 2S lUlrcsnicted stakes 
winners ill North Amelical1 ,md Europe onl\, rh:1t cmied 
lllLlJ tiple sn-.uns ofth,lt gre'ltsLlllioll.11l ordcrto pl![[h,lt figure 
inSOlllcsort of per spectin:, I looked bclck 10 ye.u'se,lrli e.n\·hen 
NonhlTn D;lllcn'sfirsrcropwouid have becn25 ),e:Jfsold.At 
tht: end ofl 991 ,dIn e \\cre24 ullrcsn;ct'edslakes \\inners (in 
~onh ArneriCl .1Ild Enrope) who showed inbreeding to 

Norrhern Dancer. 
So where do thinss SLInd now) 
111 tbe I:Xlsttwoye,u-s , 16 more stlkes winnersin bred to Mr. 

Prospector bave ;l~'pe-.lred , fora Cllrrent loul of44'. O t'those, 
16 imoil c ,1 strain ofE1ppi,Ul0, his oldest,.md arguably most 
prolific, sire ~Oll. Nine invoh'e F[)nv :-Jiner, ~1f(XlI ofl985 and 
based on the pedorm,uKe ofhis SOIlS in 2003, the other side 
ofrhe F.1ppiano .lrgumel1t. 

Mr. Prospector's prowess ,IS .1 broodn1,lre sire is abo 
disp layed in tlK s.mlple ofhis inbred sl.lkes winners, .1S 17 of 
them CllT)' a fC m,lle slT;liJ1 . 

Looking b~lCk to 1992 for Nonhern f).mcer, we 11111i that 
there were .1 totdlof40st.lkes wi 1111 ersin bred 10 the It' £!;e ndarv 
Windfieldsstilliol1. By tile end on 993 tbl' to[.u stood :;t 53. S~ 
till: score: 44 for NIL Prospector, 53 lor Nortllern Dancerwirh 
six months stilileit for Mr. Prospectorto "catch up." 

Increase in stakes races 

On tlleSlirfaCe,itlooks like NIL Prospecrorinbreedingis right 
aboLlt where is should be. Northern D.lllcer is tile onJy ot her 
stallion that h.1S had a simi.Lu'Jy n·.mscendent impclCt 011 the 
breed in recent history. 

Indeed, a surn'y ofthe sLli lions sl,lllding in Kemucky (at 
$3,500 or more) shows that S6 percent urry d str,un of 
Nonhe11l D,1I1ccr within six generclrions, while 40 percem 
CllT)' Mr. Prospector. HIH .] little closer look ren::us some 
potential weaknesses. 

One tiling tlldt I found t\\'o),edl"SagO\\,lS the large disparity 
in tile l1l1l11berofstak.es Llces run in the 1980s elS comp~u"Cli to 
the 1990s. Nonhern D,lllcer's first inbred stakes \\1nner 
appeared in 1985,19 years .uter his first crop W,lS born. Th.lt 
year there \vere 1,867 ullresnlcted stakes races (nlll llnder 
bl,1(k tjpeconditiolls) run in NorthAmel1c1~1I1d Europe. The 
aveL1ge nllmber of SIKh races rUll per year in the five year 
pel10dendingin1985wd..s 1,268. 

Mr. Prospector's first inbred sr.,kes winner appeu'ed in 
1993,17 years dlter tile birth ofhis first crop In 1993, there 
were 2,212 unresn1cted r,]Ces nlll in Nonh Amellca dnd 
Emope with the Jlve-),e,lr J\'er,lge being 2,132. 

So whiJ e tile llLl mbcrofst.lh's winners inbred to these t\\'o 
sLillions is si miLtr elt similar POillts III history, tile opporn mity for 
progeny inbred toe,1(h stculion to\vin dstd.kes Llce Ins not been 
t'he same. It shoilld dlso be noted that hUgl' illUt.lse 111 stakes 

r,1(es run comes solely 1rom North Americl. The num ber of 
stakes races nm over Emopeclll comses lMS rem.lined brgely 
constant, ill tile high 600s to low 700s, since ,It Ie,Lst 1985. 

Foreign accent 

It's tme tl1at Nortbem Dancer bas had a larger imp,1(t in 
Europe til,m Mr. Prospector b,lS (so t:u', ,Ul),\\,.1)'). In E,ct, 31 
or the first S3 sLlkes winners inbred to Non-bern Dancer 
performed in Europe, while tile same is l1"lle ofonly fOllrofthe 
Mr. Prospector inbreds so 6r. There were aJso, on ~1Ver.1ge, 
more stakes )".1(es rLlll peryear in Non-b America ill the 1990s 
tll,m were nlll perycu'on both continents in tile 1980s. 

Anotllerapparem knock against Mr. Prospector inbreed­
ing,.lt lC1St wben sucked IIp.lg'linst that of NoIt hen 1 D,ulCer, 
is tbe percent.lge ofgrdded winners ,1J110ng tbe in bred stakes 
\ \111l1Crs. 

StT<1teg,icManeu\,erw.lS ule firststakes winner inbred to Mr. 
Prospector and she Jchie\'ed thdt status by winning the 
Spimw.1Y St.Ikes (G1) at S.lL1LOga. Since then EI Corredor 
1I"0n tile Cig,u- Mile (G 1), Elusi\'e City won rJlC Pl;X Morny 
(G1) in }r.l[1ce,Wby'\vhywhy\\'Oll tile ( :I1<Unpdgne (G 1 ),.md 
Volponi capnlred the Breeders' Cnp Cld..<;sic( G 1). However 
o\n,ul, only 23 percent oftbe whole group are graded stakes 
\\lnner5. 

By conn',lst45 percentoftbe first 5 3 stakes winners inbred 
to Non-bern Dancer were group / grJded winllers. The per­
centlge for gronp/grade one winners is eqn,t! tll0ugh, dt 11 
percellt. 

Table Ilists,,11 the stakes winners inbred toMr. Prospector 
to date. I tshows tile source sn',uns fore,lCh mllner. For ~ldded 
interest ,information is included as to whetherthe sttkeswillner 
represents dl1Mle line descend~mtofMr. Prospector, ,md ifso, 
\\'hetllerit represelltsd male line/male line cross, tlldtis, tile sire 
is fi'om the same sireline ,1S the broodmare sire. Also noted is 
whetherMr. Prospector is the brocximare sire oftile sire, which 
might underline the v,"Jue of inbreeding to this particnlar 
po~ition. AGB L 

lvlMtO)Neilisapedigreeamrly)tand JIJorlzsat 
Taylor Made Farm)s Stallion DivisoN. 
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