Icons Squared

1he currvent levels of inbreeding for some byeed shapers

In Jast month’s issue of OBI, we took a look at the state of
mbreedingto Mr. Prospector. Since tharame there have been
some further developments, Cojet, Princess Muldoon, and
Much Fasterto bespecific, bringing the total of stakes winners
inbred to Mr. Prospector to 47, and the percent of group/
graded stakes winners so-inbred to 25%.

This month, we'll be taking a look some inbreeding
observedin 2003 unrestricted stakes winners, using the same
criteria used last ime. In an attempt to somehow measure
opportanity though, we’ll also present the percentage of
Kenrucky stallions that carry that particular ancestor. For
example, 57%ofthe stallions standing in Kentucky (forafee of
83,500 or higher) carry Northern Dancer within six genera-
nons, while 41% carry Mr. Prospector.

Thisvearsstakeswinners Be Gentle, Attdco,and Mountain
General (G3)allcarry inbreeding to Secretartat, While he never
really established asignificantmale line, Secretanatwill obvious
ly beinfluencing pedigrees forsome ime tocome through his
prolific danghters. Three of the I1 stallions standing for
$100,0000r more in Kentucky are out Secretariat daughters
(Storm Cat, A.L. Indy, and Gone West) and he now is found
in the pedigrees of 21% of Kentucky stallions.

Secretariat’s firstcropwas bornin 1975 and the first stakes
winnerinbred tothe late Tnple Crown heroappeared 22 vears
laterin 1997. Currently there are 24 stakes winner inbred to
Secretanat, with nine of those (37%) group/graded winners
and two (7%) group/grade one winners. It should be no
surpnse tolearnthatalloftheminvolve atleastone female strain
and over half(14) involve two.

While the analysisof Behmont Stakes (G1 ) winner Empire
Maker’s pedigree has descrvedly focused on his great dam
Toussaud, heisalsothe fourth grade one stakeswinnerinbred
to In Reality. Overall there are 32 stakes winnerinbred to the
son of Intentionally, with over a third of them (31%) graded
winners. Hisfirst cropwasfoaled in 1970, and hisinfluence bas
survivedineight percentofthe Kentucky stallion population.

Hail to a homewrecker

Back in April of this year, Halo Homewrecker made a bit of
historywithhiswininthe Bay Shore Stakes (G3). Tharday he

Table I:

Current Inbred Stakes Winners tor Selected Stallions
STALLION # INBRED SWS % GSWS
M. Prospector 47 25%
Secretanat 4 37%
In RCHJiI'}’ 32 31%
Halo | 100
Blushing Groom 4
Caro 5 60%
Danzig, 2
Seattle Slew )

became the first unrestricted stakes winner mbred to his
grandsire, alo. Halo’s first crop was born in 1976, and six
percentof Kentucky stallions carry the son of Hail to Reason.

Hail to Reason himself is present in 30% of Kentucky
stallions, and there are well over 110 Hail to Reason-inbred
stakes winners, There has yet to be an unrestricted stakes
winnerinbred to Hail to Reason’s other majorson, Roberto,
whose first crop was born 28 years ago and whois present in
five percent of current Kentucky stallions.

102003, there have been tvonew stakes winners, the Italian
group three winner Clifden and the American stakes winner
Miss Bridget Jones, inbred to Blushing Groom. Ten percent
ofcurrent Kentucky stallionscarry Blnshing Groomand there
are nowatotal offourstakes winnersinbred to the stallion, who
diedin 1992, The first appeared backin 1996, only 17 years
after Blushing Groom’s first crop was [oaled.

Ifvouremember, Mr. Prospector’s firstcropwas 17 when
the first stakes winnerinbred tohimappeared. Also ofinterest
is the fact thatall four Blushing Groom-inbred stakes winners
so far involve at least one female strain.

Golden Pivotal’ swinin thisyear’s Premio Alberto Giubilo
broughitthe total of stakeswinnersinbred toCaroto five. Caro,
sirc of Cozzene and With Approval, isalso the broodmaressire
of Unbndled’sSong, Maria’s Mon,and the promising young,
stallions Yankee Victorand Tacocal Cat. Overall heisfoundin
six percent of Kentucky stallionsand his first cropwas born in
1973. Night Devil became the fivst stakes winner inbred to
Caroin 1998 andir’sworthnoting thatthree ofthe ive Caro-
inbred stakes winnersare group /graded eamers. In fact, two
are grade one winners: 2002 Eclipse Champion TurfFemale
Golden Apples and 2002 Breeders’ Cup Female Turf (G1)

heroine Stanne.

Just the beginning

Prominentinfluences Danzigand Seattle Sleware also begin-
ning toappearon the inbreeding scoreboard. There are two
stakeswinnersinbred to Danzig, whois found innine percent
ofthe Kentucky stallion populaton and whose firstcropisnow
21.Seattle Slew (11% of Kentucky stallions) also has twostakes
winnersinbred to him, with his irst crop now 23.

Stakes winners inbred ro either Fappiano or Storm Bird
have yettoappear,anditwill be interesting tosee exactlywhen
thatchanges. The first crops of both stallions were foaled 20
vears ago, but Fappiano, is found in only five percent of the
Kentuckystallion population, while with Storm Bird it’s 1 3%.

The Storm Bird male line, primanly through Storm Cat, is
expanding much more rapidly, however. Based on this evi-
dence we can guess that we’l see the first Storm Bird inbred
before the first Fappiano. And for those keepingscore achome,
Storm Cats firstcropis 14 thisvear, and he alveadyinfluences
11%of Kentucky stallions. 30OB
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