The Sky’s the Limit

Saratoga unvedls Hopefill winner Sky Mesa
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Saratogaisknown tormany things: afterrace dnnksat Siro’s,
mimeral springs, and historic upsers of some of Thorough
bred racing’s greatest horses. Saratoga 15 also synonvmous
with superior juvenile racing, Highlighted by the first two
juvenile grade ones ofthe vear, the 2002 scason proved o be
wpically strong in that mgud In fact both Sky Mesa and
Awesome Humor ased the wins in the Hopdul (GlLyand
Spimaway (G 1) tovaultinto division leadership heading into
the fall distance races.

Sky Mesa looked every bit a star during his seven length
muaiden score on August 4. Lour weeks later he proved to be
just thar, winning the Flopeful Stakes(G1 ), inonly hissecond
start, over heavily favored Zavata. That win also provided a
much needed boost to Sky Mesa’s sire, Pulpit, who many
had touted as the top stre of the 2001 freshman sice crop.
Prior to Sky Mesa, Pulpit had sired only owo stakes winners,
Bema and Essence of Dubai. His runner Stroll was a nice
winner of a juvenile maiden grass event, perhaps signaling,
that this is indeed lus sires” breakthrough crop.

Awesome Humor took the more traditional path to her
win in the Spinaway Stakes (G1). She had aready won the
Debutante (G3)at Churchilland then, after being purchased
privately by WinStar Farm (who stands her sire Distorted
Humor),scored inthe Adirondack (G2)innud-August. She
showed uncommon determination in that victory and al-
though not necessary bred to handle a distance of ground, it
will take a good one to pet by her.

Stars in the making

While the six juvenile stakes ar Saratoga showease the stars of
today, it 1s the maiden races that often conrain the stars of

tomorrow. This writer remembers being on hand for a
maden race in which the winner was evenrual Super Derby
(G1) winner Wallenda, the second place finisher was future
stakeswinner All Gone and checking in fourth wasalittle colt
named Sea Hero.

This year there were several impressive maiden victors.
Roaring Fever, full brother to grade one winner Raging Lever
and grade three winnerand Kentucky stallion Stormin Lever,
wonat first asking on August 9. He subsequently ran fifth in
the Hopetul (G1), but nevertheless figures to be a player in
the division n the coming months.

Congrats, a son of AL Indy, looks to have a bright future
aswell for Shug MeGaughey. He hals from a grear Rokeby
Stable tamily, his dam being sister 1o Eastern Echo among,
others, herselta daughter of Glowing Trnbute.

Aside from Awesome [ lumor, there were also some
exceptional juvenile Allies on the track ar the \'pl this vear.
Stellar and Midnight Cry parlaved maiden wins in carly
August into stakes placings later i the meet. Stellar, by
freshiman sire (u.md Slant, ran a wroubled second m the
Adrondack (G2), while Midnight Cry, a daughter ol Smart
Strike, rallicd well to be third i the Spinaway (G, with
Stellar i fourth,

Another filly maden winner from the meet has also
already proven her stakes mettle. Fortuitous, a daughter of
Dynatormer,whobroke hermuaideniman August 19 maiden
grasscontest,wonadivision of the Natalma Stakes (G2 Can)
o1 Seprember 7 ar Woodbine.

Del Mar in August

Of course they run two-vear-old races at Del Mar as well.
While fcecoldbeeratreds won the meet’s definitive juvenile
race, the Del Mar Futanty (G2), it is a Seattle Slew colt
named Vindicagon that many feel was California’s best
juvenile this summer. After two visually impressive wins in
matden and alloswance company, he made his stakesdebutin
the Kentucky Cup Juvernile (G3) and scored convinemgly.

The best two-vear-old filly on the West Coast 1s also
withoutastakeswin. Inher third start, Santa Catarina, closed
wellon the inside of winner Miss Houdini (by Belong o Me)
tobe sccondinthe Del Mar Debutante (G1). Thisdaughter
of Unbudled only figures to get better and the mile and an
etighth of this year’s Breeders” Cup Juvenile Fillies (G1)
should be right up her alley.

On the Freshiman Sire standings, we find Elusive Quality
still in control with nearly $625,000 in progeny earnings,
due in large part to his colt Elusive City, \\finncr of the Prix
Morny (G 1) in France and Richmond S. (G2) in England.
Primarily on the srength of Awesome Humor, Distorted
Humor checks in second followed by Swiss Yodeler, Grand
Sham and Lale of the Cat. The latter, it should be noted has
overtaken Elusive Quality in terms of number of individial
winners with 14.

On the other end of the spectrum, Kentucky stadlions
Swain and Will's Way have had their first winners since the
lastissue of OB Borh stallions were top notch performers
going 4 route of ground so it is of litde swrprise that we
haven't seen ANV WINNELS prior to I\ngusl {rom them.

Orthersires with their first winnersin the pastmonth: Mr.
Sutter (Forty Niner, NY), King’s Grant (Vice Regent, NY)
has sired the stakes winner Quiet Rose, Haint ( Devil’s Bag,
CA)and Proud and True (Mr. Prospector, FL). Proud and
True is especiallv noteworthy as he is a stakes-placed full
brothertoOur Emblemand hassired three winnersinathree
week span from mid-August to cady September.

\ chieck ot the overall Juvenile Sire standings shows no
change mthe top three, with Storm Ca, Elusive Quality and
End Sweep againin that order. Distorted Humor has edged
ahead of AP Indy and Swass Yodeler into fourth. 4©8
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