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The Sky'S the Limit 
,aratoga unveils Hopeful1vinner Sky Mesa 

In' 
Matt 

Q)Ncil 

(~S/{y Mesa}s 
/pin also 

provided 
a much­

needed 
boost to 
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S,U-,Il( l!,-,I is kl lOll 11 It lr IlUlly thi ng~: .1 tier r;l(c dli nKs ,Il Siro's, 
J11i11LT,11 sl ' ril1~s, ,llld historic UI'scts Of$PI1H~ orThorllllgh 
bred rxing's gre.lresr horst' s, S.1r;ttog..l is .Ibu Sy l lO ll\-111Ull ~ 

\\ i thsliflelior j\l\-cl lik r.lLing, Highlighted b; the li rsl two 
jl1\ Cllik gr.ldc ()l1eS o fthc Velr, the 2002 SC.lsonl'l'Ol cd to bc 
l\pic.llh' Slrol1g ill th ,ll reg.lrd _In ellt both ,Sb' Mc~. 1 .1I1d 
AII -L'SOII1C HI!Iol1or i1Scd the \\ -im in the HOl'etiIi (C 1) ;lI1d 
Sl'iJ1.III '.I\ (C; 1) to I .HlIt il1to dil-isionlcJdersiIip he .ldiJ1g illl ll 
the ftil lii~; t.lI1c C r.lCL'S_ 

Sb ,\ kS.1 looked e\crv bit.l star dlJling hj~ ~C\ -ell lel\gth 
111 .tidell SL'orc (In AlIgllsr 4, rour wee ks late r he prol"l:d to be 
jl1 ~ t lh .lt, II-inning the l-lopdi.llSt.tkes(G I ), ill 01 II\' hissccolld 
Sl.lrl , on~ r he.I\'ily I:l\ored z'II'.1U_Th,u \\in .llso pro\'ided .1 
milch nceded booq to Sky Mesa's sire, PlIlpit, \\'ho 1l'1 ;1I1\' 

h;ld tOil ted .IS lhe top sin: orthe 2001 li'esh\11;111 sire crop_ 
Prior to Sky Mes;l , Pull,it h.ld sired 0111)' two st,tkes \1-inll(TS, 
Bem.l .ll1d Essence or DuLui, His run ncr Str oll 11';lS ;1 nice 
\\-innCf of.l jll\ 'ellile maiden grass e\'ellt, perhaps Sigll,llillg; 
th.ll rJlis is indeed Ius sird bre~tkthro Llgll crop, 

A\\esome Humor rook rJle more rradjti onalll:lth to her 
\Iill iJ1 the Spin;l\I'.l\ ' St;lkcs (G I), She h;ld ;ure;llh' \\'()l1 the 
Debll\";\llte ((13 );Il ChI lrchill aJ1d then,af1:er beill,L'.l'llrch'l\ed 
~'ril';ltely by WiIlSt;\I- F.ll'I11 (who st;mds her sire Distorted 
H ull1or), ~corcd ill the Adi.wmL\ck (G2) il1l1lid ,Augllst. She 
sh(l\\'Cli llIlC0l11mOil detcrmin;uion in rJUt \;ctorv ;1I1d ;u­
though llotnccess.lry bred to IUlldJe .1 dist;lllce orgro I IIld , it 
Ilill t.lkc ;1 good one to p,et by her. 

Stars in the making 

While the six jll\'CIllIe st;lkes at S;lr;ltog;l ShO\\ 'C L\( (he SUI'S of 
tod .I\ ', it is rhe l\l;udel1 r;KCS that otten cOll t;un rhe st;lrs of 
tOlllOIT()\\ -_ '['his \\'Iiter remembers being 0 11 h.1l1d lix ;~ 

Itl.udell race in which ule winlleJ'\\';ls C\'CJ1tll;U Super Derbv 
(G I ) \\'illilcr W;lliendJ, the second place finisher \\',L\ liltmc 
sLlkes \\-inJ1cr All GOJ1cllld checking in to urth \\ -;L\ ;llinlc col t 
n.ll11cd SC.l Hcm _ 

This )e;lr there \\-ere sn-eul illlpressin: m;udL'll \'ictors_ 
ll..o;uillg Fe\n, tidl brother to grade onc wil1nCl" fll p' iJl,L'. 1;C\n 

.1l1d grade rh ree 1\ 'i J1lleLll1ci Kentucky st,1l1 ion Srorillill I:e\u, 
\\()Il ;lr lirst ;lskillg on August 9 _He subscq uemly ral ] ti li:ll ill 
the Ilof,e lid (G I ), bUI nc\'t;rthelcss ligures to be;1pLl)Cr ill 
the dilisioll ill rile comillg Jllomhs _ 

(:ol1gr.llS,.l son orA_p_ ll1dy" looks to h.l\ 'C.l hlightliltllre 
.LS II-ell til!-Shll,L'. McC.lll,L'.he\'_He h;ul s ti'om;l gn:.lr ll..okcll\' 
StAlic r:lI11ih-, his d.llll heing sister to l-'~ls t tm Fcho .1I11<ll1g 
orhers. hcrselLt d.llIghlcr o rClo\I 'ing Trillll1e _ 

,\"idL Ii'om t\\l cs(ll1le Ilumor, rhere \\'L're .uso some 
L'\CL'l'1 iUIl.!I Jlllel1ile lillie~ Oil rhe rr.lL'!;: ,It TI ll' .'11',1 th is \ l' .IL 
SrL'II.II- .lIld ,'\ lidnigln en' ~\ I rl.l\ 'ed Ill.li,iell 1\ 'illS in ('.Irh 
:\llgIISt inlo su kes l,i.Jcings 1.11L'r in the Illeet. .'11<_' 11.\1", ll\' 
ti 'L'~ hlll , lll sire l;r.lIld Sl.lIll . r.lIl ;\ lroubled ~L'L'Olld ill lllL' 
,\dirol hi .lCk (C;:2 ), \Ihile ,\ lidlligh I ( 'ry, .1 d .llI~llle r oJ -Sill.lrl 
Stri kL', 1-.IIIIUi \\ ell to be third ill Tile Spill.l\\-.l\ ' ((;j ). wi th 
Stell.lr ill li)llflh _ 

Allolher lilh In.lidell winner ti-Oll1 the Illeet I1.\S .usn 
.llre.ld\' l'rol 'e llllLr sukes mell le_ Fortllitous, ,1 d.lllglllLr oJ ­
I )m.lI l lrl11 L:r, who broke her nlJid e n i l1 ;1l1 AIIp,llst I <) ll1.tid ell 
f-'I '. lS ~, lOllte,r. \lOll J di lisiol wtrhe ~JtJltl1;l Sr;tke, (C .3 ( :,111 ) 
Oil SL'I'tel11bl'l' 7 ;1t \Voudbine _ 

Del Mar in August 

or COllrse Illl'\' rlli1 l\\ 'o -ve.lr,old r<lCes .Il Del M.lr .1S well. 
\Vhile ke(oldh

-
eer.ttreds 

-
\\'011 rhe meet's detiniti H' jUlellile 

r;ICl\ lhe Del rv1.1 r Flltlllity (G2 ), it is .1 SC;ltrJe Sb\- colt 
n.lIlled Villllic;ltion tiur lluny tl:el W ;L\ Cuitorni;l 's hest 
jll\ L' nik this slimmer. After two \-isu;uh' iJl1prcssi\'t~ l\in5 ill 
ntlide n ;lI1d ;lllm\-;lIlCe C0I1111;\JlY, he nude his st;tkes de bllt in 
the KelHllcky ( :IIP Juyeniie (G3 ) and scored eomincinglv_ 

The besl t\\ 'o -yc.u-old JiUy on t hc West CO;lSt is .llso 
1\ i thollt ;I st;tkes \\;n, In her third st;u't,S;\Jlt;l C;;lt;uina, closed 
\\'ell o l1the inside o fwillil er Miss Houdini (by Belong 10 !'v1e) 
to hc second ill rhe Del Mar Debutante (G 1)_ Th'is (ttl Ighter 
on 'nblidJed oilly ligures ro get bellcr .111d the miic ;md ;1tI\ 

eiShrh o f thi s }'ur's Breeders' CUf-l Jll\'wile Fillies (Cl ) 
ShOllld be right \II' her .llley_ 

()n tile Freshman Sire st;mdillgs, we tind Elusi\'e Qmlity 
still in ClJlltrol with ne~U'lv 5625,000 in progeny e;u'nings, 
due ill brge p.lrl to his colt Eillsive Ciry, winner of rhe Plix 
rvl< >rJlV ((; I) in Fr.mce ;\J1d Richmond S_ (G2) in En12:Lmd ­
['lim.lIily Oil the stTength o r Awesome HUlllor, Distorted 
H lIll10r checks in second t()llowed 'b), Swiss Yodeler, CLll1d 
.'11 .1111 .1I1d -L1Ie olt he Cll _The latter, it should be noted 11.1<; 

mL'rt.lkell Eillsi\ 'e QII;uiry in terl11S of nlll11 ber o findi\'id 11;1 \ 
lIinl1ers \I'ith 14_ 

On rhe mher eno of the spectrul11, Kelltucky 5 t;ulion~ 
SI\.lill .llld \Vi]l's \V1Yh ~1Ve h~ld rJleir tirst winners since the 
I.lst iSSlie or orn Barh st ~lllio\lS \\'ere to~' notch perl<:)rJ11e rs 
goinf1. .1 rollte of grollild so it is of lirrle sllrptise th.lt \\ 'c 
tl.l\-en' t scen .111 \' winners plio I' to Allgust [i-OI11 thei11 

Other sires \\-ith rheir tirst winners in rhe ~x15 r 1110mh: Mr. 
Slitler (hllW :-.liner, ~Y), King's Gram (Vice Regent, ~Y) 
h.ls sil'l'd rhe :'_ukes willner Qlliet Rose, Haillt (De\'il 's RI!!-, 
C\ ). lIld Prolld .llld Trill.' (Mr. Prospector, FL), PrOl ld ~\I1 d 

TrIle is eSI'<:ei,dh nOT <; worthy .IS ihe is ,1 stakes-phc-d rldl 
brothcrto( )111' Lt nblcm ;l11d h;lssired rhree \\ inners it 1;1 three 
\1"(L·k "l'.ll1 Ii-urn l11id -l\llgIlSt to e.lr1y September. 

, \. L Ileck or the o\(:r,11I Ju\'enilc Sire sundil1gs ~i l l(}II-SIlU 

ch.lllse illlhc !Of' threc, with Siorm e ll, Eillsi\'e QII .tiil\-.1l1d 
El1d .'III eq ' ,lg.lil1 ill th;tt order. Disrorred H IImor h.L\ n i,sed 
.lhe.ld oj' ,\.!' ll1ch' .1l1d S\\iss Yodeler illlo IC)llrth 1eB 

_1/1111 () 'Neil is 11 jJ(d~fT/'«( nltnLl'~t n1ld Il'lIlki 

11 1 1hl'Lor A1nrit' I-'rH'i7J '. SIt1LLilJ7t j)il'iillll_ 
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