Freshmen Come Into Focus
Whnle Storm Cat’s flay still flies b
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“Inle of
the Cat
15 tred
with
Elusive
Quality
with 16
winners.”

Backin April, the 2002 crop of freshman sires looked to have
several stallions thatcould make a big impactin the American
stallion ranks in the years to come. Heading into the last
quarter ofthe vear, the crop, on the whole, is indeed fulfilling
that grear promise. Many stallions have met high expecta-
tons, and there have been some pleasant surprises to add
even more depth to the crop.

Early season “surprises” like Elusive Quality and Distort-
ed Humorare contnuing to thrive. The former now has six
stakeswinnersfrom 71 foals,agaudy 8 percentstakeswinners
from foals that many proven stallions would have wrouble
matching. Like Elusive Quality, it looks like Disrorted
FHumor is anything but a flash in the pan. FHe now has 10
individual winners and has sired a o of stakes winners.

Stallions like Grand Slam and Tale of the Cat are meetdng
expectations so far, sinng a good mix of precoaty and quality.
They each have double digit individual winners and at least
one stakes winner. Tale of the Catis tied with Elusive Quality
with 16 winners and has sired a pair of minor stakes winners.

Late season moves

Stormy Adanue didn’t get much notice outside of Florida
untl a daughter of his sold for $1.9 million ar Barretts this
spring. But it is safe to say he is living up to those adjusted
expectations now that that filly, named Atdantoc Ocean, as
well as two others have won stakes races.

The Depury Minister sons Awesome Again and Touch
Gold did not necessarily figure to be “win early” sires and
consequently, they have been buned on the Freshman Sire
rankings throughout the year. They did, however, iigure to
veproduce their quality in time, and they are now showing
signs of fulfilling that promise.

Awesome Again’s Toccet, wore down Del Mar Futurity
(G1)winner Icecoldbeeratreds to take the Belmont FFutunty
(G1)onOctober4. Toccetis one of only 14 starters and four
winners for the Breeders” Cup Classic (G1) winner so far.
Interestungly, Belmont Stakes (G1) winner Touch Gold has
the exactsame profile: 14 starters, 4 winners and one graded
stakes winner (Oak Leat G2 winner Composure ) heading to
the Breeders™ Cup.

Coronado’s Quest may be avictim of misplaced expecta-
gons. As fleetajuvenile as he was, many seem to have jumped
off the bandwagon when he did not have a slew of juvenile
winners or a big horse by late summer. His stud fee has even
beenreduced from $75,000 to $35,000. Fast forward to late
Ocroberand Coronadonow hasseencightofhis 52 foals find
the winners circle. One of those winners, Al Jadeed won the
Roval Lodge Stakes (G2) at Ascot.

Stathons like Cape Town, Swain, Deputy Commuander,
and Arch have all gotten off to predictably slow starts. It
would be no surpnse, however, to find them in the upper
echelon of the Tirst Crop Sire rankings in the coming
months. Fortunarely for Amencan breeders, it’s crowded at
the wop.
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Juvenile stars

Goinginto the Breeders’ Cup, the overall crop of American
nwo-year-olds holds immense promise as well. Sky Mesa
validared his Saratoga form with a romp in the Lane’s End
Breeders Futurity (G2) at Keeneland. He’ll meet mulaple
graded stakes winner Whywhywhy and Vindicagon in Chi-
cago. Irwill be interesting to see if these American juveniles
areindeed a top notch gronp, orwill once again bevunerable
to a European invasion.

While those coltsall possess high quality and will likely put
on a super show at Arlington, the best juvenile in the fand is
the filly Storm Flag Flying. The daughter of Storm Cat will
oy to become emulate her mother My Flag (1995 BC
Juvenile Fillies) and grandmother Personal Ensign (1988
BC Distaff) by winning a Breeders’ Cup race. With a high
cruising speed and a marvelous turn of foot, she made easy
workofthe ficldin the Marron (G1)and of the top class Santa
Catannain the Frizette (G1). She is prone to bad behavior,
but it’s a rare weat to encounter an animal with so much
physical talent and untapped potential.

Broodmare sires of juveniles

Keeping with the theme of this month’s issue of OBI, we’ll
finish up by looking at the juvenile proficiency of the current
top 10 broodmare sires. Looking at the percentage of
broodmare sire stakes winners that were juvenile stakes
winners, we can get an idea of the likelihood of daughters of
these stallions throwing quality two-year-olds.

With 40 percent juvenile stakes winners (JSW) from
stakeswinners (SW), Valid Appeal ranks a clear Number One
of the broodmare sires surveyed. That’s not really a surprise;
Valid Appeal has long been a source of quality speed. It also
doesn’t hurt that he has gained preeminence in Florida, a
state whose racing programis decidedly geared toward two-
year-old racing much of the year.

Haloand Cox’s Ridge, with 24 percent J[SW from SW, ne
for second behind Valid Appeal, with Deputy Minister
following closely at 23 percent. Daughters of Private Ac-
count throw 21 percent JSW from SW.

There were a few surprises as well. Mr. Prospector,
arguably the best broodmare sire ever (at least 237 stakes
winners) and a well-known source of precocity, ranks sixth
with 19 percent JSW from SWs. But perhaps the biggest
shock was finding that daughters of Danzig throw only 11
percentjuvenile stakeswinners. Like Mr. Prospector, Danzig,
sires over 20 percent two-year-old winners.

Perhaps by looking at these numbers we ulgmately gain
a greater insight into the rypes of stallions these mares are
being bred to. In the case of Mr. Prospector and Danzig, it
suggests that their (nsually precocious) daughters are being
mated more often and having more success with stallions
who sire a low percentage of juvenile stakes winners them-

selves. ‘3OBI
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