
Freslnnen CA>lne Into Focus 

"While 	Storm Ca~sflag stillflies high 

Bnek in Aplil, the 2002 crop oHreshm1l1 sires looked to IUI'e 
se\ 'e r~tl st.ill ionsth.ltCOldd fl],lKC a big imp'lctin the Am eli CUl

by stal lion rcU1ks in the \,eJrs lO come. 1ll\lding into the last 
Matt q1urterofthe year, d1~ crop, on the \\1'lole, is ii;deed tl1lflL1il1g 

O)Neil 	 rlnt grelt prol11ise. i\:LUl)" stillion,> h,1\"e Illet high expecta­
tiOllS, .md there b,1\ 'e been some ple-,ls'1I1t slll1)fises to add 
c\'ell1110re depth to the crop. 

b u-Iysca$on "sUlprises" like EI usi\e Qual i ty ami Distort­
ed Humm .lre continuing to thl1ve. The fonner no\\' b'1S six 
stakes\\illl1<;TS 1" 0111 71 to~s, agaud)" 8 percell tsu.k.cs \\illnerS 
fi-om Jed, th .ll 111.111Y proven stallions would hJ\'e n-OLlble 
matching. Like Elusive QuaJit)", it looks like Distorted 
I IUlllor is 'lI1\'Thing but a tl ''lsh ill the p.u 1. I-Ie now has 10 
iJldividu.d \\'illllcrs and hds sired a nio ofstdkes winners . 

(Taleo! St,dlioJls like (;r,U1dSl cun .md ·Lde ot'the Cat ,'lre meeting 
the Cat expecr,ltjollS so £1r,siJinga good mix ofprecoCIty and quality. 

-nley l:Jch ha\'l: double digit indi\idual \\innl:rs .Uld at k ;lst is tied one stakes WillllCr. TaJe ortbe Cal is lied with Elusive Quality
with with 16 winners .u 1d has si red a pajr of"minor stakes winners. 

Elusive 
Late season movesQytalit)! 

with 16 Storm), ~\ll.ullje did.n't get lllllCh nOlice outside ofFlolich 
winners.)) 	 Lliltil '1 (b llghtcr ofllis sold tor S 1.9 rnillion ,)t Ihrretts this 

spling. But il is S'll\: to S'l), he is living up to Ihose ~ll~juslcd 
expecLJtiollS IlOW tlnr t h.)[" filly, namcd Atlantic OCl:;1I1, as 
\\'ell .1S t\\ ·o olher,~ IlJ\'C won su.k.es CKCS. 

The DQ11ll\ ' Minister sons A\\'l:sollle /\gain and Touch 
Gold did !lot Il ecess~u·il.y fi~LU-e to be "win cl.rly" sires ~U1d 
collseque ntly, tlle), have been blllied on the Freshman Sire 
ra.nkings tl1l"Oughollt tlle ye.u-. They did , 110\\'c\'er, ligure to 
reproducc their quality in time, and they ,u-e !lOW sho\\'ing 
signs oftiIiliiling Lh~lt promise_ 

Awesome Ag,un'sToccet, \\·Ot"edo\\'tl Del Mar hJlurit}, 
(Gl )\\'illllCl" fcecoldbeer.ltreds totalee tlle BelmolltI:uUJrity 
(G l )on Oetober4 . Toccet is one ofollJy 14 startersJ.nd four 
\\ 'inners tor the Breeders' Cup Classic (Gl ) winner so t:U-. 
IntCJ"estingly, Belmont Stakes (Gl ) winner TOllch Gold has 
the exact S.lI11e prolile: 14 srarlCJ"s, 4 winners 3nd one gr,lded 
sLtke~ \\ 'i I1l1er (O.'lk Le'lf G2 winner Composure) bc'Kiingto 
the Brl'edcrs' Cup. . 

( :( )roluLio '5 Quest 111a), be.1 \ictim ofmispLtced C\p:cta­
DOllS. ,\S fleet a jllvelllJe ,'IS he \\',lS, 111.111), scenl to h,l\"l: jumped 
offLI1c b,l11d\\',lgon when he did not ha\'e a slew oCju\'enik 
winners or a big horse b\' late summer. Hi, Stl1d iCe has even 
been J'edllced fi'om $75,000 to 53::1,000. F.lst for\\' .lr(i to bte 
Ocroher ,1I1d Coronado tlo\\' h,lssecn cightotl1is 52 {();1Js find 
the "illners cilTle. One OftllOSt' winners, AJ }.ldeed \VOIl rJ1e 
ROI'J.J Lnd~( St.lkcs (G2 ) .1tAscot. 

St,lIliolls like C1lx TO\\'ll, S\\',lill , DQ1 11l")' C()I11I11.Uldel", 
~lJ1d Arch h.1\'e .ill gotten off to ~)I"Cl !iCt;lbl y slo\\' sta.rts. h 
would be no sUlprisc , ho\\'e\'er, ro find tbem ill the llpper 
echelon of' r he t:irsl Crop Sire r.lI1kings in the coming 
months. Fort IJIl ,Hely lor Atllelic,Ul breeders, it's cl"O\\'c1ed at 
tlle tOP 
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Juvenile stars 

Going into tlle Breeders' Cup, the o\'erall crop ofAmericU1 
l\vo-ye,lr-olds holds iml11ense promise as well. Sky Mesa 
y"li,hted his S'U-'1tOg,1 form with a romp in the Lme's End 
Breeders FuLtu1ry (G2) at Keeneland. He'll meet multiple 
graded st.'lkes winner Whywhywby and Vindication in Chi­
cago It \\ ill be intcresting to see ifthcse AmelicUl juvcniles 
are indeed ,1 top notch grollp, or\\ill once again bevuJncrc'l ble 
ro a EuropeJn im,lsion. 

'vVhile thosccoltsall possess high quality and will likely put 
on asuper show at Arlillgtoll , tJ:J.e best juvenile in the I~uld is 
tlle filly Storm Flag Flying. The daughter ofStorm Cat will 
try to become emuJate her motller My Flag (1995 BC 
JLivcllile Fillies) ami grlUldmother Persona! Ensign (1988 
BC Distaff) by winning a Breeders' Cup race. Witll a I~gh 
cruising speed anc! a I11lU-VelOllS tllm offoot, she made easy 
\\ 'orkoftlle fidd in the M,m-ol1 (G 1) and oftlletopdassSalltil 
Cllati!1;1 in the Flizelte (Gl ). She is prone ro bad behavior, 
but it's .1 rare treat to cncounter In animal \"ith so much 
pbysical talent .mel untapped potential. 

Broodmare sires ofjuveniles 

Keeping wirh the tlleme of this montll's issue of OBI, we'll 
finish lip by looking ,1t the juvenile pro6cimcyo[the Cllrrem 
top ] 0 brood1l1are sires. Looking at the percelltage of 
broodmare sire stakes \\i1U1CrS th,lt were juvenile stakes 
\\i11 ncrs, we cm get an ide,l oft he likeli hood ofdaughters of 
tl1CSCst~lllions tlll'owing qu.1lity t\vo-year-olds. 

Witll 40 percent juvenile stakes winners (JSW) ITom 
sta.l<eswllners (SW), Valid AppeJlcmks aclear Number One 
ofthe broodm,lre SilTS surveyed, That's not rl:~ll1y asUlpise; 
V.1lid Appe u has long been a source ofguaJity speed. It ,'l.Jso 
doesn't hurt that be Ins gained preellllnence ill F101icta, a 
state whose racing program is decidedly geared toward t\\l0­
)'e~rr-old racing mllch ofthe year. 

Halo and Cox's Ridge, \\ith 24 percent TSW from Sw, tie 
for second behind V.'l.Jid Appc.11 , \\ith Deputy Minister 
tolJo\\illg closely at 23 percent. DJughters of Private Ac­
count throw 21 pereellt JSW from SW. 

There were a few SlllVl1ses .'IS \\'ell . M_l". Prospector, 
.u-guably the best broodm.rre sire ever (at least 237 stakes 
winners) md a well-known source of precocity, ranks Si.xtll 
\\ith ]9 percent JSW from SWs. But perhaps tl1e biggcst 
shock \\1,)5 finding that daughters of Danzig throw oilly 11 
percl:l1tjuvellilc st'lkes willners. Like Mr.Prospector, Danzig 
sires over 20 percent t\\'o-year-old winners. 

Perhaps by looking at these numbers \ve ultimately g;lin 
a grc.lter illsight into the types ofstallions these mares ,liT 

being bred to. In the case ofMr. Prospector a.nd Danzig, it 
suggests tllat their (Ilsu,dly precocious) daughters are being 
m:1rcd more often ;lnd luving more success wirh sralLions 
who sire a 1m\" percenr,lge ofjuvcnile sLlkes winners tllem­
selves. ~Bi 
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