
OCALA STUD STALLION MONTBROOK 'HAS PROVEN 

HIS QUALITY WITH A WIDE VARIETY OF INFLUENCES 


BY MATT O'NEIL 

here i" no doubt that Munthroo~ is tile elilss llf 

thl' Florida stallion ral1~ '; hUI1l rdllivcly hUIll­

ble beginnings, sJanciing Ill!' <In initial fCc of 

$3 ,000, the son o r Buckaroo has si n:u 23 blac~type 

stakes winners (and one non- blacKtyp.: vV'inner not 

included in thi s su rvey), eight gl',1(lcd "",inners ;1I1d tlNO 

'I-ade one winners Witll that ~ind of success he 's 

'unh \:Icry penny of his S20,OOO 2()04 fCc 

Overa ll , MontbrooK, <I S most guod sircs tend to do, 5 
" whas wOlled with ,1 wtde variety uC inJlucnecsBut what a 
;: 

.. 
iiimakes Montbrook tick') Or better put. what kind of .,>­

mares hilve clicked with Florida 's rreillier stallion 'l o 
~ 
0.We've t.a~en a look at the six-generation peuigrees () 

til hi s blacKtyre swkes winners and his graded staKes­

placed runners to I'ind out, In all , MUl1throok has sircd 

30 such runners (as of mid-February) out of 28 indi­

vidual mares, It is those 28 mares that were analyzed, 

Montbrook is clea rly an outcross stallion, meaning 

that he carries nOlle of' the Illili or influenccs tl)und in 
. I • "'I!:! ~ ,.... .. 

Illany American pedigrees, namcly Northern Dancer, 

Raise A Native, Bold Ruler ami Turn-To, We knO\\ 

from a previous study that these influcnees are the 

four most rrevalent among the stallion population cur­

rentl y standing in Florida, While we just don't knovv 

holl' the stallion numbers translate into the 1ll~lrC pop­

ulation, it should be safe to assullle that 'vlontbr()()~ 

has seen a nUlllhu or m~lI'es that calTY thesc "nlT,tors, 

Of those mClJ()l inJlucllces. Ji3uld Rulel ,1PIX;Jrs in 

rn7l;; .:..... 
13rooksKi (G2 ) and Purc Precision (C j \) Uuld Ruler is , ,'.~.. ... ~ , 

carri~'d by 45% of the Florida sta lli on pUj1 ld;ltiu ll and i:.e§F~. - . .,--::~;...... "'=' - ~~-- ,
 
Munthl'llok h,IS Ilmkl'd with ,I IIIdl' JlTd\- ui Ih llt! 


Ruler strai ns The Iluld Ruler Slln (ullli ,l l I'rincc is l{uk'I' 1lllluclll'cd dams ,IS well as g rade threc IIIIIIILT 


.\Id,\ Illl'cvc r Among tile individual Northern J) ,Hll'l'r SHAKE YOU DOWNrcprese nlLcJ three tirnes ,lnt! un(1tilcr SIli l Iluill 1"ItI 
str,lill " :'-J iJinsky 1/ arpe,lrs in the rcdigrccs "rthrcc Ill' and CHAPel ROYAL,twicl' , Cher,tli. Monthf'()ok has si red a tup runlllT II Ith 

two of 
In<llesc,m'Y lng II dilfercnt 1l11ld Ruler ,tl'<lilh (illlluLi ­ thl' Ill ,lres, while Lyphard shll\IS ur in <l P,III, 

MONTBROOK'S 
ing thc two strains carried hv ,Dl'CllldlLd 1),I11CCI, dam InlLTl'stlng ly Vl11nthmil~ h,l s Sill'd thrl'e IIlr IIIIHIl'l , accomplished runners. 

ur CI1<lngin g ()Ihl'gl ldrd) VI ilh Ill<lrC, Glrrying " d<lllghtl'r llr NIlrthL' II1 I).IIIClT 

'll'n '\ Ilrt hem [),lIll'er i nllucnccd Ill" I'e, ( ,I (l" ,,) h,l I l' '\I'lthem I)<lnccr is "lund In -1 7'''" ur th e nll'lL'lIt 

l' I"IIlI <l ,t;dll()11 pupul ,t!illn, pruducl'd s t"~l' ~ II Inncrs or gr"ded-placl'd l'Ullll cr' hI 
\1'1illhl'<ll'~ h;ls Il<ld Illi.'(cd sucee" \I ith Ral\c ,\ M(lnthroo~, I Ill' ll(,hlS g rCl ckd Ilinllers ,Irl' "nh1ll~ thl ' 

'\ ,t!ill', 1I11l1 i, C<lI'lll'd hI" 41"" ui' I' loridd st,dlll lih!:, I(lllp~ thl' 1(1111' Ill ci llioncd prl'l lllllSI " out or Bold 

~ -:- ~'"'" -/ 
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Eight of the 28 marcs sampled (29%) carry that ances­

tor, but only one has produced a graded winner by 
Montbrook, Cricket Box, dam of the grade one-win­

ning Outofihebox. There are some interesting things of 

note when the Raise A Native strains are broken down. 

While Mr. Prospector is carried by 45% of Florida 

stall ions, only three mares (II %) carrying Mr. P have 

produced a top runner by Montbrook. That figure is 

the same for another Raise A Native son, the much less 

ubiquitous Majestic Prince. 
It does appear that Montbrook is ullderperforming 

with Tum-To influenced mares. Turn-To is found in 

47% of the F:lorida stallion population yet only five 

mares (18%) carrying that influcncc anywhere within 

five generations have produced a top runner by 

Montbrook. None of those five arc graded winners, 

although the minor stakcs wilming Thunderello did run 

a strong second in the 2002 I3reeders' Cup Sprint (G I). 

Among the Turn-To strains, Sir Gaylord, has by far 

worked the best as he is found in three of the five 

mares. 
Some other ancestors that seem to be underper­

forming with Montbrook, based on their likely preva­

lence in the Florida mare population arc In Reality and 

hi s damsire Rough'n Tumble. Based on the stallion 

numbers, In Reality is found in 15% of Florida stal­

lions, while Rough'n Tumble is found in 20%. 

However, only two (7%) In Reality influenced mares 

have produced top runners by Montbrook and only a 

total of three mares (11%) carry Rough'n Tumble. 

We mentioned before that Montbrook is an out­

cross stallion. However, a quarter of his top runner, 

are linbred (4x4 or closer) . Anecdotally, and based on 

the stallion population numbers, the prime candidates 

to duplicate with Montbrook are his male line ances­

tors Tom Fool and Buckpasser. The former is found in 

35 % ofcurrent Florida stallions while I3uekpasser can 

be found in 22%. Overall, Montrook has sired top run­

ners with II (39%) Tom fool influenced mares with 

four of those (II %) through I3uckpasser. The grade 

two-placed Autumn Creek is inbred to Buckpasser at 

3x3, the only top runner by Montbrook to carry 

inbreeding (of any kind) so close. Sweet Sixtcen and 

Via Gras are both inbred to I3uckpasser at 3x4, wili Ie 

Fort Lauderdale is so inbred at 3x5. 

Heroofthegame and Ms I3rooksi are inbred to Tom 

Fool at 4x4. Grade one Super Derby winner 

Outoflhebox is inbred to the marc Old [3ess at 4x3 and 

that is the only close inbreeding carried by a 

Montbrook top runner outside of I3uekpasseriToBCl 
Fool. His pedigree is rathcr intercst ing in that Old [3css 

is Montbrook's third dam and the sceond dam of 

Cricket Box. Cricket Box also carries Tom Fool and 

proponents of Rasmussen Factor inbreeding to (supe­

rior) females will note how nicely this cross is rein­

forced on both sides of the pedigree. 

One of the more obscure influences that really he 

has seemed to click is Never Bend. With no male-line, 

Never Bend survives in only 8% of Florida stallions. 

However, six of the 28 (21 %) mares sampled carry 

Never Bend . Among those six are the dams of grade 

two winner Chapel Roya l and grade three winner Pure 

Precision. Never Bend, like Bold Ruler is SOil ,,[' 

Nasrullah and that transcendent influence appears 

somewhere in the pedigrees of 86% of the top runner 

producers with Montbrook. While it's hard to get away 

from Nasrullah, the farther back you go in American 

pedigrees, the fact that you don't have to go back all 

that far with these mares is instructive. Sixteen of I he 

24 mares that carry a "visible" strain of Nasrullah uo 

so in the fourth generation or closer, with five show­

ing Nasrl.Jllah in the third generation. Other prominent 

ancestors, born in the early 1940's like Polynesian 

(50%) and PrincequilJo (46%) also show up in good 

numbers leading to the conclusion that Montbrook has 

worked best or at least very well with older pedigl,' 

influences and consequently older mares. However 

that turns out to be only (literally) half the story. 

Montbrook's versatility also seems to extend to 

the ages of the mares he has produced top runners 

with. The average age of our mare sample, at the 

time they were bred to Montbrook is 10, with ;1 

median age of 9.5 years. The younger mares havl 

produced more quality as five of his eight grad ed 

winners have been produced by the under ten set 

though, including both grade one winners and the 

very good sprinter Shake You Down. Many feel that 

younger mares have advan!ages in vitality over their 

elders, so that is likely part of the story. But it also 

bodes well for Montbrook 's continued success. 

At age twenty, Tales of Long Ago, dam of grade 

two-placed Vision In Flight, was the eldest of the mare 

sample when bred to produce a top runner, while 

Cri cket l30x (Outofihebox) and Mauvin Gway (Shake 

You Down) were the youngest at five. 

Yet another example of Montbrook 's vcrsatility is 

the kind of horses he sires. Looking at just his 23 

blacktype stakes winners, six won their first stake at 

age two, ) 0 became stakes winners for the first time at 

three, and three each at ages four and five . As a further 

testament to their quality, of his six juveni1le stakc, 

winners, only Pure Precision and Mont Ridge did not 

raee on to win a stake later at three (or oldcr). It 

n:rnains to be seen if Chapel Royal will duplicate hi s 

juvenile exploits this year or next, but it certainly 

appcars as though the good Montbrooks, like their 

sire , are anything but flashes in the pan.• 
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